[image: image1.jpg]¥d PARENT-CHILD HOME PROGRAM




THE PARENT-CHILD HOME PROGRAM

2012 ANNUAL CONFERENCE
SCHEDULE, HOTEL AND TRAVEL INFORMATION
CONFERENCE TIMES
Monday, May 21, 2012 – 8:00 AM – 4:45 PM

Tuesday, May 22, 2012– 8:00 AM – 2:30 PM

Follow-up training:  Wednesday, May 23, 2012 - 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM (New coordinators only.  Must be pre-registered.)
HOTEL

The conference will be taking place at the Long Island Marriott Hotel and Conference Center, 101 James Doolittle Blvd., Uniondale, New York.  The hotel can also be accessed from Hempstead Turnpike (Route 24), next to the Nassau Coliseum.  The hotel is located in central Nassau County, about 25 miles east of New York City.  The Marriott is the largest hotel in Nassau County, with two on-premises restaurants, a health club, and pool.  All conference attendees receive a 10% discount at the two hotel restaurants, Prime Seasons and Champions.  

The Marriott’s room rate is $169.00/night, for a single or double.  Call 1-800-228-9290 or 516-794-3800 by April 27, 2012 for reservations.  Be sure to ask for the Parent-Child Home Program Conference block.  The hotel will NOT accept purchase orders.  All major credit cards are accepted.  

To reserve your room on-line, go to: www.longislandmarriott.com.  Under group code, enter “PCHPCHA.”  

This link brings you directly to a webpage that will automatically get you the conference room rate.  You must enter the dates.

To ensure that you will receive the conference rate at the Marriott, we advise that you reserve your room(s) as early as possible.
TRANSPORTATION

Driving

Driving directions to the Marriott can be obtained from their website: www.longislandmarriott.com.  Parking is free.

Airport Transfers

The Long Island Marriott can reserve ground transportation for you.  They can also verify the most current prices.  Call the hotel directly at 516-794-3800.  Ask for the bellman’s desk. 

The following companies can take you to the Long Island Marriott:

Town Car Services:

Trans Star – Phone 1-800-894-7827

The price from either LaGuardia Airport or Kennedy Airport is approximately $80, but be sure to verify when reserving, as prices are subject to change.  Town car drivers can wait for you within the airport properties, and you can request for a driver to be waiting for you in the baggage claim area.  The cost is the same for up to 4 people in a town car.

Taxis:

All Island Transportation – Phone 516-486-6666

Checker Taxi – Phone 516-746-4666

The price from either LaGuardia Airport or Kennedy Airport is approximately $55 for one person, with slight additional charges for additional people.  These taxi services cannot wait for you within the airport boundaries, and must be dispatched when you call upon arrival.  Please arrange for your taxi a couple of days before your flight.
We do NOT advise that you use the New York City yellow taxis that are lined up at the airport.  These are fine for travel within city limits, but can cost $90.00 or more to take you across the city line into Nassau County.  This is NOT a reliable way to go anywhere out of city limits.
For those of you arriving at Macarthur Airport in Islip, taxis and town cars are also available through the services listed above for a higher fee.  The airport is approximately an hour drive from the Long Island Marriott.

The Long Island Marriott is happy to arrange for all your ground transportation needs both before and during your stay at the hotel, and strongly advises you to NOT use the New York City yellow taxis, even though they appear to be convenient.
Taking the Train
The nearest Long Island Railroad station is the Westbury station.  Taxis are available at this station.  For Amtrak schedules go to www.amtrak.com; for Long Island Railroad schedules, go to:  www.mta.info.

If you are taking Amtrak, you will arrive in Penn Station.  The Long Island Railroad also is located in Penn Station.  Simply follow the signs to the Long Island Railroad level.  Purchase tickets before boarding to save money.  There are ticket machines available throughout the Long Island Railroad level, as well as electronic schedule boards that let you know what track to go to.

Other nearby Long Island Railroad train stations are Garden City and Mineola.  Please note that on some of these trains you will need to change trains at the Jamaica station.  The train conductor will tell you if you need to change at Jamaica.

Exploring New York City

An excellent New York City visitor website is: www.nycgo.com.

If you intend to enjoy New York City as an adjunct to attending the conference, this website is full of information and ways to get discounts.  The concierge at the Marriott can also help.
It is usually best not to take a car into Manhattan.  The Long Island Railroad is convenient, and Penn Station is within walking distance of the Theater District, the Empire State Building, and other midtown attractions.  Penn Station is also a major transportation hub, with easy access to subways that can take you all over the city.  Simply purchase a Metro Card when purchasing your Long Island Railroad ticket and you’ll be all set to take the subway.

You’ll find that the railroad, subway, and sidewalks are full of people, every day and night of the week.  Enjoy our world class theater productions, restaurants, museums, and other tourist attractions.

Long Island Attractions

The following attractions are in close proximity to the Long Island Marriott Hotel:

Nassau Coliseum – Located right next door to the Long Island Marriott and home to the New York Islanders hockey team, this arena hosts a wide range of events, from world class concerts to home improvement shows.  Go to www.nassaucoliseum.com for information and schedules.

Cradle of Aviation Museum & Imax Theatre – This museum features the history of aviation on Long Island, from kites and ballooning to the race to the moon.  The IMAX Theatre presents popular movies in IMAX format.  Go to www.cradleofaviation.org for further information and movie schedules.

Long Island Children’s Museum – For those of you interested in what a state-of-the-art children’s museum has to offer, this is the place.  You’ll find hands-on exhibits galore.  Go to www.licm.org for information about current exhibits.

Jones Beach – If the weather is warm, Jones Beach is a spectacular place to take a stroll along the 2-mile-long boardwalk.  Take Meadowbrook Parkway south – about a 20-minute drive from the hotel.
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